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Comparative Study on the Feedback of Learning Assessment between Thailand and Japan

— How do teachers report and empower to the parents in elementary school? —
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Abstract: In this study, aiming to comparative study on the feedback of learning assessment between
Thailand and Japan. The method and style of notification to the guardian parents about learning
assessment of student in the elementary school level. To notify to the guardian parents about the process
and result of the assessment on the students learning activities promotes student’s motivation to learn,
and it keeps the relationship and deepens the bond between guardian parents and student. There are
various methods, the face to face educational consultation and the notification by documents for informing
to the guardian parents about the learning assessment. As the comparison result, Thai notification slip
“Samoot Pook” is focused on the showing the result of evaluation straightly to the guardian parents. The
score of the final examination and the ranking by the “Relative evaluation” are indicated. Japanese
notification slip “Tsuchi hyo” shall be obtained the concentration about understanding and agreement on
the “Absolute evaluation” system from guardian parents. The each assessment system and evaluation
criteria is not altogether similar; between the country where creates and distributes the notification by
the discretion of the principal autonomously, and the country where uses the assessment system and the
notification style enacted and unified by the Ministry of Education politically. We never mention which

is better. There is plenty of compilation matter for studying and improving from each other.
Keywords: feedback, learning assessment, comparative study
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I . Introduction

There are a large number of researchers who study on the educational evaluation and the evaluation
criteria, and while it is being done continuously as a sustainable life work.

In our study, aiming to comparative study between Thailand and Japan internationally about the visible
feedback system of learning assessment for enhance student’s willingness for learning, and to improve the
communication between the guardian parents and the student. As the concrete method of notifying to the
guardian parents about learning assessment of elementary school level students, the documents, slips, cards

used for notification are acknowledged it worth researching are investigated.
I. Method

As one of the important educational procedures, to inform about the process and the results of the
evaluation/assessment of own student's daily school learning activities to the guardian parents should be
implemented. It promotes student’s motivation to learn, and it keeps the relationship and deepens the bond
between guardian parents and student. There are many methods, such as the educational consultation by
conversation and the notification by documents/sheet, as the method for informing to the guardian parents
about the process and the results of learning evaluation/assessment.

As the comparison item, Thai notification slip “Samoot Pook” (Thai report card) and Japanese notification
slip “Tsuchi hyo” (Japanese report card) shall be obtained and sampled.
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Il. Contents

1. Observation of Thai Samoot Pook (Thai Report Card)

(1) Record of Study

65

Thai notification slip (Samoot Pook) is focused on the report showing the result of evaluation of subject

study straightly to the guardian parents. The format of the Samoot Pook, defined and enacted by the Ministry

of Education. As showed in Figure 1 below.
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Figure 1

For the learning evaluation, the
score of the final exam and the
ranking by the relative evaluation are
indicated as a rating. What ingenious
and characteristic is that “Evaluation
of Subject Study” has the full mark
with the rate of “Subject Weighting”
according to the importance of each

subject. As showed in Figure 2.

Figure 2 “Evaluation of Subject Study”
of The format of the Samoot Pook

The format of the Samoot Pook (Sample)
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(2) Perspective of Activities

Perspective of Activities

On Thai Samoot Pook, I i -
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The evaluation item of activities are: i e -|  Signature of Guardian Parents
1. Be on time, 2. Use time effectively, ( BB finasos J
3. Be sparing, 4. Be healthy and
hygienic, etc., showing as Figure 3. Figure 3 Part of “Perspective of Activities”
). HamsbediuandnunsSuiassaed “Perspective of Moral Study” is

evaluated by 4 steps; Very good -

Good - Enough - Improvement
needed. The evaluation item of moral
& study are; 1. Patriotism and Faith
i and Respect for the King, 2. Loyal
] ] and Honesty, 3. Discipline, etc.,

showing as Figure 4.
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Figure 4 Part of “Perspective of Moral Study”

2. Observation of Japanese Tsuchi hyo (Japanese report card)
(1) Record of Study

Japanese notification slip (Tsuchi hyo) is created to report the result of evaluation of subject study to the
guardian parents. The sample of the Tsuchi hyo produced by the Kyoto Junior school attached to Kyoto
University of Education is showed in Figure 5 below.

The assessment of Tsuchi hyo has the comment on the “Absolute evaluation”, and it describes the future
vision that improves motivation to learn. It shows that the position of the grade evaluation of the student

using the ranking system fitting to the developmental stage of each grade.

(2) Record of Activities
The perspective of “Record of Integrated Study” and “Finding of Activity”, etc. are reported using the short

sentence to the guardian parents and their students reported in an ambiguous expression.

(3) Perspective of Report Card for the Guardian parents
“Perspective of Report Card” in back cover page shall be obtained the concentration about understanding
and agreement on the evaluation system “Absolute evaluation method” from the guardian parents and their

student. Translation of “Perspective of Report Card” is showed Figure 6 below.
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Figure 5 Sample of Tsuchi hyo (back and front 4 pages)
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e What is Evaluation?

In general, "Evaluation" has a stubborn image, but in our life, we are doing various evaluations in various
situations everyday. For example, when we go shopping, - hereinafter omitted.
Thinking like this, even in a place called a school, our teachers are engaged in education for desired growth of children
while making various evaluations in various scenes of daily life.

e Learning evaluation is "Absolute evaluation"

Among the various evaluations in the scene of this school, the learning of subjects is evaluated by so-called
“Absolute evaluation” refer to Evaluation Criteria. As childhood of parents, the learning assessment in Japan was
evaluated by so-called "Relative Evaluation", so even if absolute evaluation became often familiar, but not to be
understood properly. "Relative Evaluation" is an evaluation method indicated by the relative position in the group,
regardless of whether or not, unless there is a learning objective. Even if all the class students who are the evaluation
target group have reached the learning objectives, the number of children with higher achievement status is numerous
and it will be relatively low evaluation. - hereinafter omitted

On the other hand, "Absolute Evaluation" is an evaluation method showing the achievement status to the
target with respect to the preset reach target. Instead of looking at children relative, we are trying to evaluate the
achievement of each child to the target. For example, when setting the criterion of ABC on the degree of achievement
and setting B to reach the target in general, the meaning of "B" means "has reached the target", - hereinafter omitted.

In any case, there are advantages and disadvantages both in any evaluation form, but now the learning of
subject is evaluated with "Absolute Evaluation".

o Distribution of Evaluation Criteria Table

As mentioned above, when absolute evaluations are conducted, the reaching targets must be set in
advance. In addition, it is desirable that the target is notified beforehand to the guardian parents who notifies the
evaluation.

e Distribution of Report Card

Our school is on the second semester system at the elementary school. The report card should be distributed
at the end of the semester.

We evaluate the learning situation of each subject from the following viewpoint in the report card.

“Learning” - Fundamental/basic knowledge and skill
“Utilization” - Thinking, judgment and expressive ability, problem solving by utilizing knowledge & skills
“Attitude” - Attitude to tackle learning on an initiative

In the 3rd and 4th grade students, at the end of the fiscal year, "grading" is also indicated as a three-step
number of 1, 2, and 3, in order to comprehensively evaluate the learning situation of subjects. The evaluation also has
the following meaning as an absolute evaluation summarizing learning situation by point of view.

“8” - Efforts and achievements are well appeared
“2” - Aim is reached
“1” - Requires effort

In addition, we will inform you of the evaluation in sentence notation for “Foreign Language Activity” (1st
to 4th grades) and “Integrated Study” (3rd and 4th grades).The student's Report card will be in the form of an album
that conveys the evaluation by sentences and the state of learning as before.

e Individual evaluation is also important

The aim of the report card is to be a source of information for students to learn as amazingly as possible
while developing their individuality and growth. For example, it is one of the evaluations that we do daily casually,
such as saying "You've done your best well" in regards to the extension of ability, even if you have not reached the
target. (This is called “Individual Evaluation”.) And, performing this individual evaluation leads to motivation for
children and encourages desirable growth. This is also the original form of education. In the form of a Report card, our
teachers hope that not only will be more than happy with the signs expressed, but also about the education that
contributes to the growth of children through the Report card.

Figure 6 Perspective of Report Card for the Guardian Parents

Thanks to be provided the information from Kyoto Junior School attached to Kyoto University of Education
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(4) Perspective Point, Record of Learning

This sampled school is on the two
semester system at the elementary
school. The report card should be
distributed at the end of the semester.

We evaluate the learning situation of
each subject from the following

1. Record of Learning

perspective point in the report card, Evaluation  Overall
Subject Perspective Point First |Latter [Rating

showing as Figure 7. Interest, Willingness, Attitude
for Language

Ability of Speaking & Listening

“Learning”: Fundamental / basic

knowledge and skill Japanese " -
g Language Ability of Scripting
“Utilization” Thinking, judgment Ability of Reading
) . Knowledge, Understanding
and expressive ability, problem Skill about Language
solving by knowledge and skills Figure 7 Perspective Point, Part of “Record of Learning”

“Attitude”: Attitude to tackle
learning on an initiative
For example, 5 perspective points are configured in Japanese language subject. First item “Interest,
Willingness, Attitude for Language” belongs the perspective point of “Attitude”. The next 3 items “Ability of
Speaking & Listening”, “Ability of Scripting”, “Ability of Reading” belong the perspective points of “Attitude”.
“Knowledge, Understanding and Skill about Language” belongs the perspective points of “Utilization”.

The assessment of “Perspective Point” is represented by using A-B-C 3 steps evaluation system.

IV. Conclusion

What we studied from the comparison between the two countries, there are decisively different about the
method of evaluation. The critically different points are evaluated by the Relative evaluation method in
Thailand, and evaluated by the Absolute evaluation method in Japan. The object of report card is also
different.

The Samoot Pook (Thai report card) is enacted to inform the guardian parents about the position of
student’s learning evaluation using steps of level accurately, and the perspective of activities is reported
using the semantic differential system. The style and format of the Samoot Pook is unified by the Ministry
of Education politically.

The other hand, the Tuchi hyo (Japanese report card) is created at school discretion to inform the guardian
parents about the situation of student’s learning activity using the personal absolute evaluation step method
and reported by 3-4 lines sentence with teacher’s encouraging and ambiguous expression words positively.
Some guardian parents may think that they got an opportunity to communicate with their child, and some
guardian parents may feel unsatisfying with such an ambiguous expression.

Finally to say, the each evaluation between Thailand and Japan is not similar, and there is plenty of matter

for learning and improving from each other countries.
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Table 1 Compilation of Report Card between Thailand and Japan
THAILAND ITEM JAPAN
Discretion of the policy’s country Creation Discretion of the principal
Legal property basis Distribution Non legal property basis
Discretion from Ministry of Education. Namin Free - Discretion of the principal
Samood Pook 9 Tuchi hyo, Tuchi bo, Tsushin bo, etc.
Letter size, 1 page. Size/Style A4 size Double fold
B5 size, Many pages Y Duplex printing, 4 pages
To judge a child's learning achievement Role To 1nfqrm thg status of child's
learning guidance
To tell for rank the achievement of . To create for seeking family’s
Object . .
student understanding and cooperation
Title, Names and Grades Title and Names -p.1 Face page
p.1 Face page Record of Study -p.2 Full page
Record of Study -p.2 Full page ltem/ Record of Integrated Study -p.3 Q
Space Record of Attendance -p.3 Q page
Amount Situation of School Life -p.3 Q page
Finding of Activity -p.3 Q page
Perspective of Report Card -p.4 Full
End of semester, 2 Terms E\ﬁlmuiarféon End of semester, 2-3 Terms
Measured at each school Evaluation Measured at each school
Standard from ONET Criteria Standard from NIER
Norm-Referenced Evaluation. Non legal property basis
Norm-Referenced Evaluation. Ef)/gllfgtgn Absolute evaluation
Elementary to Secondary school Elementary Low grade:
4-35-3-25-2-15-1-0 Level of No Comprehensive evaluation
8 steps Evaluation Point of view © + O + A 3 steps
Middle grades: 3-2-1 3 steps
High grade: 5-4-3-2-1 5 steps
s Record of s .
School Activities, Moral Study Activities Integrated Study, School Activities/Life
Check Boxes Asgigtsen:nent Short Sentences
Record of
Table Attendance Table
Record of
In most cases none Growth Another Sheet
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